
WHat is a LOttery 

syndicate?
a lotteRy syndicate is a diffeRent way 
of Playing lotteRy games. instead of 
Playing the lotteRy on youR own, it is 
a gReat way to shaRe the eXcitement 
of a weekly dRaw as you Play with 
a gRouP of fRiends, family oR woRk 
colleagues and then sPlit any 
winnings that youR gRouP wins.

playing the lottery in a syndicate can increase 
the chances of winning as you can buy more 
entries into the games. your winnings are then 
divided between your syndicate players according 
to the shares they have all contributed.

this guide provides information and advice for 
syndicates, from setting up your group, right through 
to deciding how you will divvy out the winnings. 

if you’re planning on buying your ticket as a 
syndicate – or even if you’re already doing so 
– take a read through the information below.

getting

started
foRming a syndicate is PRetty easy 
– Just woRk out who is Joining the 
gRouP, what soRt of ticket you want to 
buy, collect the cash, and you’Re away.

However, we recommend you also formalise 
the agreement as this will make sure there are 
no questions on who is in the group, how much 
everyone pays, or how winnings are collected 
and shared if you win!

We’ve provided a template syndicate agreement 
form at the end of this document that you can 
print off and use for your own syndicate, if you 
wish. completing this document is voluntary, you 
could draw up your own version, but it is important 
that all members of your syndicate agree to, and 
sign, the agreement. this agreement is just for 
you and the members of your syndicate, there’s 
no need to send a copy to nz lotteries.

BUying 

ticKets
once you’Ve agReed amongst youR 
gRouP how you want to Run youR 
syndicate, you need to woRk out 
what soRt of ticket(s) you want 
to buy. 

depending on the size of your syndicate and 
the amount you are all willing to put in, there 
are plenty of options for you:

easy dips (computer-generated random • 
selections, available in a range of dip options);

choose your own numbers on a standard • 
coupon; or

combo 8, 9, or 10 (these can be either • 
your own numbers or a computer-generated, 
random selection). combos are available 
for both lotto (including powerball) and 
big Wednesday.

many syndicates opt for a combo ticket as it 
enables them to buy a larger number of entries 
on just one ticket. A combo 8 has 28 entries 
into a draw, a combo 9 has 84 entries, and 
a combo 10 has 210.

for more information on how combos work, 
download our How to play lotto combo 
brochure and/or our big Wednesday combo 
information leaflet from our website, or pick 
up a copy from any lotto store.

When you have purchased your ticket, write 
the name of your syndicate group on the back 
and keep the ticket in a safe place. you may 
like to give a photocopy to other members 
of your syndicate, but make sure they are 
aware that only the original ticket can be 
validated for prizes.
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cLaiming 

priZes
undeR the game Rules, nZ lotteRies is 
only able to Recognise the indiVidual 
beaReR of the oRiginal ticket as the 
PRiZe winneR – this is wheRe haVing 
a foRmal agReement in Place is 
inValuable.

prizes up to $1,000 will be paid out in cash from 
any lotto retailer, so it will be the responsibility 
of the syndicate representative to ensure all 
prizes are collected and distributed to syndicate 
members as per your agreement.

prizes of $1,001 or more are paid directly 
by nz lotteries. one member of the syndicate 
(generally the syndicate representative) will 
need to be nominated as the prize winner and 
complete the prize claim form which goes 
with the original ticket for prize payment to 
nz lotteries’ Wellington office. 

prizes are also only able to be paid in one lump 
sum, so your syndicate will need to nominate a 
bank account for the prize payment to go in to. 
this does not need to be the bank account of 
the nominated claimant; you may choose to 
set up a special account for your winnings.

once your prize payment has been received, it 
is up to the syndicate representative to ensure 
the prize is distributed (as per your agreement) 
immediately to all syndicate members. this is 
important as it helps demonstrate that this 
prize was won by a group.

cOmmerciaL syndicates

Warning!
a ticket PuRchased by oR on behalf 
of a commeRcial syndicate is Void 
and ineligible foR a PRiZe.

A commercial syndicate means a syndicate 
in or for which a person: 

(a) obtains direct or indirect financial gain for 
forming, conducting, assisting in forming or 
conducting, or promoting the syndicate; or

(b) advertises, by any means, that he or she 
will receive money for the syndicate.

nz lotteries cannot replace a ticket that 
is invalid because it was purchased by, 
or on behalf of, a commercial syndicate.

note, a person does not obtain a financial gain 
by receiving any payment that represents the 
person’s proportional share (based on the amount 
the person paid towards the tickets purchased 
by, or on behalf of, the syndicate) of any prize.

taX 

impLicatiOns
while lotteRy PRiZes aRe taX-fRee in 
new Zealand, winneRs of laRge PRiZes 
need to be awaRe of gift duty.  this 
is a chaRge Payable to the inland 
ReVenue dePaRtment (iRd) on gifts 
oVeR a ceRtain Value.

formalising your syndicate in writing may provide 
the ird with evidence that the division of a prize 
amongst syndicate members is not gifting.   

for detailed tax advice, please contact a solicitor, 
a suitably qualified tax professional, or the ird.

discLaimer
nz lotteries and its retailers has no 
responsibility or liability for the organisation, 
management, or operation of any syndicate.

syndicate sampLe 

agreement
we haVe included a syndicate 
agReement eXamPle on the neXt Page.

We recommend that your syndicate has an 
agreement. you might want to use this form 
as a guide to create your own agreement.
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syndicate name:

syndicate REPRESENTATIVE:	 start date:

deputy REPRESENTATIVE:	E nd date:

players contribution  
per draw

share of 
winnings

signature  
and date

specific arrangements
we recommend that you note and record specific arrangements that your 
syndicate has agreed upon and will abide by. below are some suggestions.

1.	Which games, numbers,  
draw days are being entered

2.	When payments will be  
collected and what happens  
if someone fails to contribute

3.	Procedure when someone  
leaves the syndicate

for further individual syndicate requirements you may like to use and  
attach additional pages.

Warning: A commercial syndicate is void and ineligible for a prize – see guide for more information.

Syndicate 
Agreement


